Chapter 1: Overall landscape – National Higher Education (HE),
research and QA context (with focus on Doctorate level) (6-8p)
1.1 Brief presentation of the HE and research system
1.1.1 Country size, number of HE students, number of HEIs, type of HEIs
(public/private, general or very specific), missions of the HEIs…
Ukraine is a state in Eastern Europe and partly in Central Europe located in the southwestern part of the East European Plain. Its area is 603, 628 sq. km.

Ukraine ranks eighth in Europe in terms of population. According to the latest census of
population, over 48.4 million people live in Ukraine, including 77.8% of Ukrainians and
17.3% of Russians. A share of the urban population is 67.2%. The official language in
Ukraine is Ukrainian.

According to the Constitution, all citizens are provided with an access to free
education. Complete general secondary education is compulsory in public schools, which
constitute the overwhelming majority. Free higher education in public and municipal
educational institutions is implemented on
a competitive basis.
There are 288 higher educational
institutions of III-IV accreditation levels
in Ukraine. They include 196 institutions
of state ownership, 80 institutions of
private ownership and 12 institutions of
municipal ownership.
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A mission of higher educational institutions (academic institutions) of Ukraine is as
follows: to create, systematize, store and disseminate modern scientific knowledge in order to
improve the quality of life of people; to train specialists of European and world level in terms
of intellectual and personal development. Higher education institutions of Ukraine realize
their mission through main areas for development, which include social & pedagogic,
international educative & training, scientific & research, innovative productive & business
activities and others. These areas are put into practice through particular steps of
development.

Yuriy Fedkovych Chernivtsi National University

- The role of HEI in research and delivery of doctoral programs, award of qualifications,
the role of other bodies in charge for the award of doctoral qualifications

The Ministry of
Education and
Science of Ukraine is
a governmental body
responsible for
implementation of
state policy in
education, science
and professional
training

THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE OF UKRAINE is the main
body in the system of central executive bodies that ensures the formation and implementation
of the state policy in the spheres of education and science; academic, scientific, technical and
innovative activities; transfer of technologies as well as ensures the formation and
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implementation of the state policy in the sphere of state control over the activity of
educational institutions, enterprises, agencies and organizations that provide services in the
field of education or carry out other activities related to the provision of such services
regardless of their subordination and form of ownership.
THE NATIONAL AGENCY FOR HIGHER EDUCATION QUALITY
ASSURANCE (NAHEQA) is one of the governing bodies in the sphere of higher education,
the creation of which is provided for in the Law of Ukraine On Higher Education. The agency
is a permanent collegial body authorized to implement the state policy in the field of higher
education quality assurance.
Special academic boards are the main link in the system of certification of academic
personnel of the highest qualification, which operate at scientific & research and scientific &
technical institutions, higher educational institutions and other organizations and conduct
fundamental and applied scientific research and have sufficient level of staffing, financial and
logistical support for the training of highly qualified academic personnel.
As of the beginning of 2017, there are 994 special academic boards (727 doctoral
boards and 267 candidate boards) involving 572 academic specialties in Ukraine. 763 special
academic boards operate at higher education institutions and, accordingly, 231 operate at
research institutions.
-Description of the general architecture of training programs provision (Bachelor,
Master, Doctorate, ECTS?....) and of Degrees awarded
Training of higher education Ph.D. candidates is carried out as follows:
 Postgraduate education program at a higher education institution (an academic
institution) involving intramural (day, evening) and extramural forms of study
 Outside the postgraduate education program (for individuals who professionally
conduct academic, scientific & technical and scientific & pedagogical activities at the
main place of work in the respective higher educational institution (academic
institution)
 Self-guided preparation of academic achievements to be presented.



Postgraduate and doctoral educational programs are implemented as follows:
At the expense of the state budget (state order)
At the expense of legal or natural persons (under the terms of a contract, in
particular, by means of grants received by a higher educational institution
(academic institution) to conduct scientific researches, which provide for the
training of higher education Doctor of Philosophy or Doctor of Science
candidates).

The Ph.D. training curriculum should contain information on the list and scope of the
academic disciplines (30-60 ECTS credits), the sequence of their study, the forms of training
sessions and their scope, the schedule of the educational process, the forms of current and
final control.
- Articulation between Master and Doctorate level, statistics per level of study and field
of study, students /graduates statistics
The Master's degree is an educational degree obtained at the second level of higher
education and awarded by a higher educational institution as a result of successful completion
of a corresponding educational program by the higher education candidate. Master's degree is
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obtained on the basis of educational & professional or educational & scientific program. The
volume of the educational & professional master's program is 90-120 ECTS credits, and the
volume of the educational & scientific program is 120 ECTS credits. The educational &
scientific master's program must include a research (scientific) component amounting to at
least 30 percent of the whole volume.
The Doctor of Philosophy is an educational degree and, at the same time, the first
academic degree obtained at the third level of higher education on the basis of a master's
degree. The degree of the Doctor of Philosophy is awarded by a special academic board
functioning at the higher educational institution or academic institution as a result of
successful completion of the relevant educational & academic program by a higher education
candidate and the public defence of the thesis work (doctoral dissertation) against a special
academic board.
The graduation of master’s and postgraduate students from higher educational
institutions of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine for the period of 2012
to 2016
Year
Master’s students
Postgraduate students

2012
61,689
4,937

2013
67,260
4,819

2014
58,006
4,584

2015
59,319
4,908

2016
37,725
4,289

The number of persons entered the postgraduate education program
in 2016 under the fields of study
(at the expense of the state order)
TOTAL, persons

01 Education
02 Culture and Art
03 Humanities Courses
04 Theology
05 Social and Behavioural Sciences
06 Journalism
07 Management and Administration
08 Law
09 Biology
10 Natural Sciences
11 Mathematics and Statistics
12 Information Technology
13 Mechanical Engineering
14 Electrical Engineering
15 Automation and Instrument Making
16 Chemical and Bioengineering
17 Electronics and Telecommunications
18 Production and Technology
19 Architecture and Construction
20 Agrarian Sciences and Foodstuffs
21 Veterinary Medicine

3,000
305
49
299
0
445
29
153
170
81
182
99
150
125
71
99
66
65
117
117
155
68
4

22 Health Care
23 Social Work
24 Service Sector
25 Military Sciences, National Security,
State Border Security
26 Civil Security
27 Transport

50
9
0
9
10
77

1.1.2 National statistics on research and role of the HEIs within the research system (if
some), research priorities (at national level or at HEI level)? Role of other actors (if
some)
The scientific researches in Ukraine are carried out in accordance with the following:
- Priority areas for the development of science and technology for the period before
2020 (the Law of Ukraine On Amendments to the Law of Ukraine On Priority
Directions for the Development of Science and Technology No. 2519-VI dated
20.10.2010)
- Priority thematic areas of scientific research and scientific & technological
developments for the period before 2015 (the resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine No. 942 dated 07.09.2012)
- Medium-term priority directions of innovative activity at the industry level for the
period of 2012 to 2016 (the resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 397
dated 17.05.2012).
The doctors of philosophy are involved in work related to scientific & research topics
of higher educational institutions (academic institutions); the research results are further used
in their thesis research.
1.1.3 Relationships between HE and Enterprises: internships, practicum, etc.
- Are there placements included in the Curriculum?
- Are there incentives from the HEIs to promote results dissemination and research
exploitation policy (transfer, start-up, incubator…)
1.2. Overview of the national legal framework and regulations governing quality
assurance (QA) of Cycle 3
- Is there a national legal framework for QA of HE? And more specifically Cycle 3? If not,
are there other mechanisms? (role of international, regional frameworks? / any other ?
- Is there any national regulation governing the possibility to open a PhD program? What
are the national requirements to open such programs?
As of today, Ukraine has established a legal framework regulating the third
educational and academic level of higher education, namely the Law of Ukraine On Higher
Education No. 1556-VII dated 01.07.2014; the procedure for the training of higher education
Doctor of Philosophy or Doctor of Science candidates at higher educational institutions
(academic institutions), approved by the resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No.
261 dated 23.03.2016.
The start of Ph.D. training requires licensing of specialties in accordance with the Law
of Ukraine On Licensing of Economic Activities, the resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers
No. 1187 dated December 30, 2015 On Approval of License Conditions of Educational
Activities of Educational Institutions, which sets out criteria and conditions for obtaining a
license including at the third (educational & academic) level.
Since April 2016, the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine has considered
the petitions filed by 226 higher educational institutions for obtaining a license for educational
activities in the sphere of higher education at the third educational and academic level
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(training of doctors of philosophy) and 114 academic institutions. The Ministry of Education
and Science of Ukraine has examined and licensed 1891 specialties.
1.3. Strategies and incentives for Cycle 3 at national level
In 2016, the training of postgraduate students was brought into line with European practice
as the third (educational and academic) level of higher education at the governmental level
(the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 261 dated March 23, 2016
regarding the Procedure for the training of higher education Doctor of Philosophy or Doctor
of Science candidates at higher educational institutions (academic institutions)). Among other
things, an educational component in the training of postgraduate students was introduced.
The main reasons for this include the implementation of the Law of Ukraine On Higher
Education adopted in 2014, the desire to promote the autonomy of universities, the
improvement of quality of higher education, the freedom from the Soviet traditions of
postgraduate studies, the low efficiency of postgraduate programs, the significant gap between
European and Ukrainian practice of training and certification of academic personnel that
makes it difficult to recognize Ukrainian diplomas abroad.
Incentives are as follows: scholarships for Ph.D. students trained at the expense of the state
order, mastering the English language at the B2-C1 levels, acquiring competencies,
publishing articles in university collections, using the university's infrastructure, deferred
service.
In Ukraine, 60% of PhDs are women and 40% of PhDs are men. The gender balance
traditionally depends on specialties.
Many companies and government agencies give preference to postgraduate students or
PhDs; this means that postgraduate and those who have academic degrees have some
competitive advantages in certain segments of the labour market.
- Did your government recently decide new policies for Cycle 3? If yes, what are the main
reasons for this? And what are the main changes?
-Is the development of Cycle 3 encouraged by other ways?
- Are there incentives for HEIs / professors/students engaged in Cycle 3?
- Is there any gender evaluation on the PhDs? Is there any regulation or mechanism to
favor gender balance on PhDs?
- Are companies looking for PhD graduates? Do they consider PHD graduates as an
added-value? Do PHD graduates have advantages in terms of salary, responsibility…?
1.4.

Impact of European Principles, Standards and Guidelines at national
level

- Do you know the ESG? If yes, do they have an impact on Cycle 3?
The creation of the European Higher Education Area is a strategic goal of the
Bologna Process. The European Higher Education Area is based on the international
cooperation and should provide broad access to the higher education of high quality.
- Do you know the Bologna Principles? Impact?
According to the Bologna Process wherein Ukraine participates, higher education
institutions harmonize their educational systems making it possible to recognize the
equivalence of diplomas, the academic mobility, the standardization of assessment systems,
the formation of educational and qualification cycles, credit & modular organization of the
educational process. With respect to Cycle 3, the long-term engagement of the Bologna
Principles allowed us to introduce the Ph.D. educational training in 2016.
- Do you know the Salzburg Principles? Impact?
According to the Salzburg Principles, the academic degrees are awarded not by some
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general government authority but by universities. In the Ukrainian realities, it provides for the
strengthening of autonomy and at the same time the responsibility of universities, the
formation of an academic culture of integrity, the introduction of the reputation and image of
both the particular academic and the academic community as the main value, the transition
from the model where the main stimulus for the quality of the thesis work is verification by a
supervisory authority.
- Do you know any other standards/ principles that have an impact of Cycle 3?
No, we don't.
1.5. Financial conditions
Description of funding mechanisms which have an impact
- Are there any financial incentives to develop Cycle 3? For Professors, HEIs, students?
There is a state scholarship for Ph.D. students, training of which is carried out at the
expense of the state order.
The Ministry annually organizes a contest among applicants for scholarships of the
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, and awards of the
President of Ukraine for young scientists.
- Are there any fundings?
There are joint educational and academic programs between higher education
institutions and academic institutions.

2. Chapter 2 – Cycle 3: state of the art (4-6 pp)
2.1 Main characteristics of Cycle 3 programs (type of provision, of study,
statistics…)
(Or Main obstacles to the implementation of Cycle 3 Programs in general and alignment
with the internationally best practices in particular.)
2.1.1Are there Cycle 3 Programs in your university country?
- If not at all, please explain the reasons for that
- If yes, is it a professional doctorate or a PhD program? Please also provide some
historical background
In Ukraine, Ph.D. programs have been introduced in 29 knowledge areas for 118
specialties. Each specialty has its own educational and academic programs and curricula.
The educational component is aimed at mastering the academic competencies in
accordance with the National Framework of Qualifications, which should not only contribute
to all-round development of academics but also enhance their competitiveness in the labour
market.
Learning language skills sufficient to present and discuss the results of their academic
work in a foreign language as well as fully understand academic texts in a foreign language
devoted to relevant specialty is the regulatory requirement of Ph.D. training. The postgraduate
students are trained to pass tests in accordance with the European recommendations for
language education.
The aim of the course on the basics of research & innovation activity is to develop the
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scientific project management skills, preparation of proposals for funding scientific research,
intellectual property rights registration, publications in international peer-reviewed
publications included in the scientometric databases Scopus and Web of Science. The special
attention is paid to the issues of academic integrity and prevention and detection of the
academic plagiarism.
At the second and third years of training, the curricula include professional disciplines
aimed at obtaining in-depth knowledge in the specialty whereunder the postgraduate students
conduct research. There are also courses of free choice (25%).
Full mastering of the educational component is a precondition for the possibility of
thesis defense.

Definitions:
PhD programs: Students are expected to extend the body of knowledge in their field to apply the knowledge to solve for a
real-world problem in their workplace or community. They demonstrate this through a dissertation.
Professional doctorate programs: Students are expected to apply existing knowledge in their field to a real-world problem
in their workplace or community. Professional doctorate students demonstrate this through an applied dissertation doctoral
capstone, comprised of a paper, product, or portfolio.

2.1.2.Nature of the doctoral programs:
-

Curriculum design (methodology ?)
ECTS crédits (if any)
Defense guidelines
Etc
The postgraduate educational & academic program and curriculum consist of
educational and academic components.
The postgraduate curriculum should contain information on the list and scope of the
academic disciplines (30-60 ECTS credits), the sequence of their study, the forms of training
sessions and their scope, the schedule of educational process, and the forms of current and
final control.
The postgraduate educational & academic program and curriculum form the basis of
the postgraduate individual curriculum and the individual plan of the academic work, which
are agreed with the supervisor and are approved by the academic board at the higher
educational institution (academic institution).
An individual curriculum of the postgraduate student should contain a list of disciplines at
the choice of the postgraduate student in the amount of at least 25 percent of the total number
of ECTS credits. At the same time, postgraduates have the right to choose the academic
disciplines that are offered for other levels of higher education and are related to the topic of
their thesis research, subject to agreement with their supervisor and the head of the
corresponding faculty or department.
Mastering the academic disciplines by the postgraduate student can take place on the basis
of the higher educational institution (academic institution), which has enrolled the
postgraduate student, as well as in the framework of the right to the academic mobility, i.e. on
the basis of other higher education institution (academic institution).
2.1.3 Characteristics of the Cycle 3 study:
- Describe the way Cycle 3 study is organized (selection of candidates and procedures
for recruitment? research activities? Thesis to write and defend? National/local Commission
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to grant the diploma? National or universities regulation regarding minimum and maximum
length of a thesis? Etc.)
Admission to the postgraduate study on a competitive basis according to the procedure
of preparation of higher education PhD applicants, terms of admission to higher educational
institutions approved by Ministry of Education and the admission procedure to the appropriate
institution of higher education (research institutions).
Admission rules to higher education including the admission rules to postgraduate study
approved by the institution academic council of higher education based on the admission
terms to higher education institutions and publishes them on the official website of the
university within the prescribed time limit.
Admission rules to the higher educational institution (scientific institutions) are valid for
the corresponding academic year and specify, in particular:
 order, list and the timing of the submission of documents for entry into
postgraduate study of higher education institution (research institution);
 content, form and timing of entrance tests for competitive selection of
applicants to postgraduate school for each specialty or relevant field of
knowledge.
Admissions Committee is created in order to provide admission to postgraduate study.
Applicants to the graduate school have an entrance test:
- exam on speciality (on the basis of the specialist or master curriculum which
corresponds to the chosen scientific speciality)
- exam of one of the foreign languages to choose from the list that corresponds to the B2
level of the Common Recommendations on Language Education.
- and other forms of entrance tests.
An applicant who confirmed his\her level of knowledge, including English language test
certificate valid TOEFL, or International English Language Testing System, or certificate
Cambridge English Language Assessment, exempt from foreign language entrance exam. In
determining the results of the competition these certificates are the equivalent to results of the
foreign language entrance examination with the highest score.
The volume of the main text of the thesis determined by the order awarding degrees
approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine dated July 24, 2013 No. 567.
The thesis for the degree of PhD should be up 11-13 of the main text, and for social
sciences and humanities - copyright 15-17 pages.
Thesis for PhD degree should have a volume of 4,5-7 main text, and for social sciences
and humanities - 6,5-9 copyright pages.
- How many universities are granting cycles 3? Which ones?
481 high educational and research institutions carried out postgraduate training in
2016.The number of students studied - 26.000, released 6703 postgraduate students.
- Which fields attract students?
Law and Economics.
- What are the main reasons to have more students in those fields? Is there an
unbalanced situation among the different fields?
The reasons for the popularity: social prestige of these specialities, a significant number
of jobs in the private economy sector, a significant amount of Master graduates of these
specialties.
- Must thesis supervisors/directors have a particular status/degree? Is there a minimum
number of theses each of them can supervise?
Supervisor of PhD thesis must have a scientific degree of Doctor or Candidate of
Science (PhD), a fellow doctoral thesis-scientific Degree of Doctor of Science (PhD).
One person – doctor of science – may supervise no more than 5 theses.
One person – candidate of science (PhD) – may supervise no more than 3 theses.
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- Is there a minimum number of publications or other research indicators to get
competences for supervising thesis?
• Minimum number of publications or other academic indicators to get the powers
regarding the management of the thesis is not defined.
• Academic integrity.
- Is PhD international mention included as an option for PhD Candidates? In affirmative
case, what are the requirements?
Yes, use the Ukrainian translation the Doctor of Philosophy.
- How do thesis defenses take place? Has each university set regulations for that? If so,
what are they?
Today in Ukraine procedure thesis defence is regulated by national documents,
including the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine of 24.07.2013 No. 567 On Approval of the
Procedure of Awarding Academic Degrees (with changes). Thesis defence takes place in open
at the meeting of the Specialized Scientific Council.
Giving universities the right to issue independently PhD diplomas currently being
discussed at the project level regulations.
- Are there specific criteria to defend a thesis and are they passed on to PhD students
and thesis supervisor?
Yes, they are.
- What is the legal composition of a jury? How many people? Is the thesis
director/supervisor member of the jury? Is the defense private? Public? For the defense is
there a specific ceremonial presentation (gowns, proclamations, etc.)?
The legal basis for the formation of a Commission for the Protection of the Thesis is the
Position about The Specialized Scientific Council which was approved Ministery of Youth
and Sport of Ukraine № 1059 from 14.09.2011 and the Decree of the Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine On Approval of the Procedure of Awarding Academic Degrees No. 567 of
24.07.2013.
Thesis defence happens at the meeting of the Specialized Scientific Council consisting
of 15-25 people. Previous examination of the thesis committee of 3 persons, supervisor is not
included. Thesis defence in public and there is a secret ballot.
- Are there procedures to validate a “PhD at work”? And a PhD on “validation on
skills”?
Yes, there are.
• presentation of scientific achievements of applicants for international and national
scientific conferences;
• reviews from guest reviewers on the approbation of the theses;
• thesis reviews its scientific and practical value and abstract from the leading
academics;
• opponents official reviews during the defense of the research.
2.1.4 Statistics related to Cycle 3: (in your HEI or in your country)
Training of scientific-pedagogical staff, conducted in higher educational institutions of
Ukraine and the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine
Years

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

The number of students (persons) who entered graduate
study on state-requisitioned places (total)
The number of students (persons) who entered graduate

19307
3045

17945
2015

15894
2014

15230
3534

13132
3466
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study under contract (total)
% of students who entered university graduatestudy
with a master's degree of the same university
% of men who entered graduate study
% of women who entered graduate study
(The number of persons who entered post-graduate
course of higher educational establishments) (total)
Issue graduate students who studied under the state
order (of all people)
The number of graduates who received diplomas
Candidate of Science (PhD) (total number in Ukraine,
people)
male graduates (persons,%) Ukraine
female graduates (persons,%) Ukraine

85

87

88

90

92

40
60

33
67

31
69

34
66

32
68

5700

4650

3835

3887

3000

4937

4819

4584

4908

4289

7383
3088 (42
%)
4295 (58
%)

7654
3092
(40%)
4562
(60%)

7701
3115
(41%)
4586
(59 %)

7009
2836
(41%)
4173
(59%)

6549
2682
(41%)
3867
(59%)

15230

13132

3534

3466

2730

2210

*Number of thesis with orshared or dual supervision
The number of post-graduates who have funding (who
studied under the state order)
19307
17945
15894
The number of graduate students who have funding
(studied under contract)
1998
2015
2014
The number of PhD candidates, who became teachers at
the end of the 3rd cycle
2210
2080
2860
** The number of PhD candidates, who became
professors at the end of the 3rd cycle
*According to the law of Ukraine "On Higher Education" from 01.07. 2014 №
1556-VII and the Order Candidates Preparation for Higher Education Degree of
Doctor of Philosophy and Doctor of Sciences in Higher Educational Institutions
(academic institutions), approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine dated
23 March 2016 № 261. (Decree) is regulated by the activities in the field of
training of scientific-pedagogical and scientific staff starting from 2016.
Postgraduate Academic Council solution can be assigned two scientific
supervisors with the appropriate distribution of workload hours and
responsibilities between them.
**Regarding the question about the number of PhD candidates, who were
professors at the end of the 3rd cycle, it should be noted that in Ukraine there is
the post of Professor and the academic rank of Professor.

-Please provide your own tables showing for the last five years:
- Repartition of graduated per field of study
- Duration of thesis, repartition per field of study for the last five years
- Drop out rates for the last five years and provide also information about the reasons
and the fields of study
- Repartition of co-direction and of bi-national direction thesis by field of study,
- How many PhD are going back to university after a period of professional activites?
How long after their master? Why? How many pHD graduates are recruited as the
Academic staff at the end of their Phd ?
Years

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017
11

Graduation, person

5261

5497

5842

5317

3835

383
73
142
26
1475
21
251
890
184
400
73
226
488
27
1
0
40
47
138
3
57
51
99
87
17
29
33

384
74
152
27
1520
42
267
964
156
407
78
252
491
29
1
19
44
50
136
3
50
52
108
100
21
31
39

448
83
161
38
1659
49
276
898
154
454
79
276
513
31
1
20
48
56
145
3
69
60
125
94
20
31
51

488
94
170
35
1608
49
234
766
125
373
76
213
452
47
1
22
41
49
116
3
40
48
95
90
27
27
28

395
80
160
35
1360
61
135
413
80
225
60
110
254
43
1
17
30
50
70
3
40
48
50
50
20
25
20

including:
Physics and Mathematics
Chemical
Biologic
Geologic
Technical
Agryculture
History
Economics
Philosophical
Philological
Geographical
Legal
Pedagogical
Medical
Pharmaceutical
Veterinary
Study of Art
Architecture
Psychological
Military
National Security
Sociological
Political
PE and Sport
Public Administration
Study of Culture
Social Communications

The term postgraduate studies until 2016 was - three (3) years full-time, extramural - 4
(four) years. After training 2016 PhD graduate in higher education (research institutions) - 4
(four) years.
According the legislation of Ukraine it should be noted that to obtain scientific degree of
candidate of sciences (PhD) can be citizens who:


studied in graduate school (full-time, part-time);

 whowrote theses independently.
Thus, a person can get the degree of Candidate of Sciences (PhD) immediately after
receiving a master's degree or a few years and at any age.
12

2.1.5 Positioning of Cycle 3
- Do doctoral (professional and PhD) students belong to a research laboratory while writing
their thesis?
If possible, while writing thesis some postgraduate students work in the scientific,
educational, scientific or research laboratories, universities (research institutions) engaged to
perform the state budget, contractual research themes.
- What are the relations of PhD students with the research laboratory?
To regulate the relationship between postgraduate students and higher education institutions
(academic institutions) they draw up a contract to perform certain types of work.
- Are PhD research subjects chosen in partnership with research units and in line with the
scientific local, regional and national environment?
When choosing disciplines postgraduate students are oriented on the prospects for
further employment, priorities of economic, social, humanitarian development of the region.
- Beyond research unities are there operational interactions with the industry sector and/or
national, regional or local authorities?
Interaction with regional or local authorities inviting employers and representatives of local
authorities and local governments during the workshops, presentations and forums.
- What is the ratio of PhD workers in the private sector?
EMPLOYMENT
Graduates 2012-2016 years stationary forms of studying, who studied under the
State order
Graduates
Years
Issue - total

2012
3462

Employment in their own universities and
higher educational establishments of the 2449
system of MINISTRY of EDUCATION
Employment in other institutions and
879
enterprises
No data on employment
134

2013

2014

2015

2016

3400

3275

3474

2967

2446

2433

2656

2049

826

776

678

713

128

66

140

205

- Is there any regulation that favors the employment of PhD workers?
Postgraduate students enrolled in the full-time training are eligible to work on parttime job 0.5. Postgraduate full-time evening and correspondence forms of training can work
full time. Training process for them is built with the active implementation of interactive and
distance technologies.
- Are there any contribution from the private sector the PHD curriculum? or to its financing ?
of regulation ?
For today is absent.
2.1.6 Follow-up of Phd Students and graduates
- Besides the direction provided by each research supervisor, does the university follow up
PhD students?
Yes. High education institutions (research institutions) monitor the activities of PhD
candidates. Applicants regularly report about the progress in their individual plan of scientific
work at the department meeting. Besides the Department the activity of PhD candidates is
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controlled by the Postgraduate and Doctorate Department, university administration and the
Academic Council.
- Are there trainings provided to PhD? Are they compulsory to validate a doctorate? Do they
give credits?
Yes, training sessions for PhD candidates exist and are obligatory. Information about
the list and amount of academic disciplines (30-60 credits) of European credit transferaccumulative system, the sequence of their studying, forms of conducting training sessions
and their volume, the schedule of the educational process, forms the current and final control
contains the curriculum.
- Is there a document, a “thesis charter” specifying the mutual commitments between PhD
students and thesis supervisors?
Such documents do not exist.
- Are there rules of conduct for doctorate within universities? Are they written? How are they
applied? Has the university set up methods against plagiarism? Which tools (software against
plagiarism) are used?
The procedure of preparation of higher education applicants PhD degree and doctorate
in higher education (research institutions), approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine
on 23.03.2016 No 261. Stipulates that each postgraduate student is obliged to observe ethical
standards and standards of conduct research in the relevant field (occupations).
Ten Ukrainian universities participate in the project to promote academic integrity in
Ukraine (SAIUP), aimed at systemic changes in Ukrainian higher education, including the
creation of broad public support for the principles of integrity in the academic environment,
explaining their importance to all participants of the educational process, the formation of
new rules and values in most universities, the introduction of international practices of
academic integrity in Ukraine. The project is implemented with the assistance of the
American Councils for International Education and the Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine.
- Are plans set up by the institution to prevent and reduce situations that may lead to dropouts,
for example follow-up committees for thesis, defense in the course of a thesis, tutor or
referent, mediator in case of conflict, etc.?
The University Department of Postgraduate and Doctoral Studies plays this role which
not only monitors the performance of individual plans, but also provides full organizational,
methodical assistance and psychological support for postgraduate students during their
training. Refusal to write the scientific research is single, mostly due to the health reasons.
- Does the institution provide its PhD students with theoretical and practical trainings in order
to integrate into society at a level corresponding to his/her qualification, in the private or
academic sector?
Yes, roundtables, forums, trainings are conducted.
- How many PhD receive a scholarship/financing to write their thesis? Where do
scholarships/financing come from?
Training in graduate (post graduate courses) and doctorate is carried out:
 from the state budget (state order);
 at the expense of persons or entities (under contract, including by means of
grants received higher education institution (research institution) to conduct
research, which provides for training of candidates higher education PhD or
DPhil).
The source for the scholarship is the state budget of Ukraine. There are the President of
Ukraine grants, the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and scholarships for young scientists for
outstanding achievements and support of talented youth.
- Are there theses financed by private or public firms, or by State bodies, on subjects specified
by the financing bodies?
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None.
- What is the percentage of PhD finding a job immediately after their thesis? Six months
after? A year after? Later? Are such jobs directly linked to their thesis subject or to the subject
area of the doctorate?
There are no graduates PhD in Ukraine, since their preparation started in 2016.
Regarding the employment of postgraduate students who have completed postgraduate study
in previous years, according to the legislation of Ukraine postgraduate employment of
postgraduate students is on the competitive basis.
- Are there Alumni associations? Are they highly active?
Yes, there are the Alumni Associations of universities but there are no Postgraduate
Alumni Associations.
-Are there any grants for travel to improve the internationalization of PhDs?
PhD applicants within the framework of the International Compact with partner
universities have the opportunity to undergo scientific training.
-What are the accepted languages to defence and/or write the PhD dissertation? In case of
more than one, could you provide any figures concerning the number of PhD dissertation in
foreign languages?
According to the order of Ukraine from January 12, 2017 No. 40 Requirements For the
Thesis Preparation should be in the national language and by the applicant wish- in English or
other language related to the subject of study. In this case be sure to submit a translation of the
work of the Specialized Scientific Council. An abstract is represented in national and English
languages, as well as a third language, related to the subject of research.

2.2 IQA and EQA mechanisms of Cycle 3 (actors involved, statistics…)
2.2.1Internal QA (mechanisms inside the HEI)
ESG PART 1

Has the higher education
institution policy regarding
the internal control?

YES

yes

If yes, is it published and is
it a part of the strategic
management of the higher
education institution?
If yes, has the the higher
education
institution
appropriate structure and
processes?

Are
the
pedagogical
techniques and teaching
methods estimated?

NO

EXPLANATION

Checking and approving curricula, analysis of
specializations of educational and research programs;
methodological resources checking; supervision of abstracts
and scientific works writing; survey

There is a discussion at the departments, faculties and
seminars with a Chair. It must be heard by the Academic
Council of a higher education institution

yes

yes

The educational departments operate as the structure of
higher education institutions
Such estimation provides scientific and methodological
commission at the faculties / institutes, but in general it is
provided by the Scientific Advisory Board of the higher
education institution

15

Preliminary theses are heard at the departments and Institute
Scientific Council and faculties, assessment, at scientific
conferences and seminars

Does the higher education
institution assess thesis
processes?
Does the applicant estimate
PhD supervision of his / her
scientific consultant while
thesis preparation?
Does the higher education
institution
evaluate
the
percentage of theses?

yes

Are these evaluation criteria
published?
Do you have independent
external examinations?

yes

There is assessment according to the year, faculty,
departmentnd and specialty

yes

Constantly

yes
/no

yes

yes
Is there is a procedure for
appeals?

Arethere the admission rules
for PhD candidates?

Are there admission rules a
promotin
candidates?

of

yes

yes

PhD

How do you estimate the
teachers’ competence?

Are the staff recruitment
procedures
fair
and
transparent?
Does the higher education
institution collect, analyze
and use relevant information
to manage the 3rd Сycle?
Does the higher education
institution publish a clear,
accurate
and
objective
information about the 3rd
Сycle?
How well are the programs
of the 3rd Cycle monitored
by?

Do you review and improve
the programs of the 3rd
Cycle?

yes

yes
/no
Method of questioning is possible.
The efficiency of the theses preparation is discussed at
departments, faculties and by the Councils of higher
educational institutions

PhD is an educational degree that is acquired on the third
level of higher education, in accordance with all the rights
and obligations of applicants for higher education. Appeals
procedure is described in admission rules of each institution
of higher education
According to the Higher Education Admission, Academic
Council of higher education approves admission rules in
order to enter higher education establishment for the
definite academicl year
The state, in cooperation with employers provides conditions
for implementation of the graduates by the right to work,
guarantees equal opportunities to choose the place of work,
type of work and takes into account their higher education
and social needs.
Requirements for the professional level of the teaching staff
and its scientific advances largely determine the possibility
of obtaining licenses for the provision of educational
services. The teaching staff is responsible for developing
curricula and training programs for graduate students, their
implementation, the quality of teaching and assessment,
providing feedback from employers and alumni.

yes

The teaching staff of higher educational institutions is taken
on a competitive basis.

yes

Constantly

yes

Programs and curricula of training doctors of philosophy are
controlled by the vice-chancellor on scientific work,
managing departments and the Department of Postgraduate
Studies

yes

Constantly

yes

Every year before the admission campaign the structural
units represent suggestions bouta changes in the programs of
training doctors of philosophy with the approval of their
Academic Council of the University
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Can PhD applicants assess
their own skills acquired
during the training period?

yes

Programs and curriculum training for PhD candidates ensure
the formation of higher education competencies required by
graduate on a labor-market, makes it more competitive

2.2.2 External QA (mechanisms outside the HEI)
- EQA: who is in charge of the external assessment of the cycle 3 of each university? How?
 The Expert Councils of the Ministry of Education of Ukraine
 Curricula reviewing by the scientists from different higher education establishments
of Ukraine
 Expert assessments are conducted and make public the reports at the Academic
Council meetings.
What is the procedure? What methodology? What criteria? When? For what purpose?
 Publication of scientific achievements of the applicants.
 Presentations at the international and national scientific conferences.
 Reviewing of the scientific achievements of the applicants by the leading scientists.
 Thesis approbation and defence.
- Is it available a procedure to establish a category (level) of the Cycle 3 in a National/Local
level (ranking of PhD studies according to different indicators)?
Ministry of Education approves the decision of the specialized academic councils on
awarding scientific degrees and issue diplomas of Doctor and Candidate of Sciences.
1.

Chapter 3 – Main challenges of Cycle 3 Programs and its QA (4-6 pp)

3.1.
At national /policy level
Describe the needs and incentives to develop Cycle Program at national level/ the problems
that need to be solved.
1) forming the rules and procedures of certification (thesis) for PhD candidates
2) amendments and additions to the normative legal documents that are regulated at
the PhD state level
3) introduction of a university environment responsibility for final decisions to award
academic degree.
4) government funding to provide educational PhD training and to attract grants for
this activity.
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